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saint, and to collect a number of murids or- clients ;
sometimes these assemblies assume large propor-
tions, and after a time several thousand persons
will attend at the annual gatherings^ .when each
makes.a cash or other offering to the custodian of
the grave. As time goes on a portion of the income
is spent on the construction of aonasonry edifice
or shrine, and a regular Fair is instituted.
A Pir, or religious chief man, is generally a
descendant 'of some saint or holy person, and he,is
the sajada-nashin (occupier of the post) of the
khangah or makbarra (shrine or tomb) ; one
without heirs will appoint a successor. He sends
out servants (Pir ke Khalifa) to collect offerings in
the shape of animals, cash, and ether things from
his murids (followers) who also present gifts when
visiting the shrine. Wealthy persons sometimes
give land as their donations and a Musalman ruler
will make a grant of land or revenue in his favour
and the British Government has continued the
usage in special instances, provided the buildings
are maintained in proper order and the custodian
continues to be of good character.
Some of the shrines are very celebrated, and
many of the Pirs have an enormous number of
murids.
In the Punjab may be mentioned' the makbarra
of Data Ganj Baksh Sahib at Lahore, the khangah
of Baba Farid at Pakpattan, of Bahawal Haq at
Multan, and of" Sakhi Sarwar in the Dera Ghazi
Khan district.